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when one guesses, from the sky, of the day, you must not
depend upon such an almanac-maker.

2045.   To THE REV. WILLIAM MASON.

Berkeley Square, April 25, 1780.

IT is not to boast of sagacity that I tell you that I have
guessed rightly.   The Tories have returned to the court,
and gave it yesterday a great majority on Dunning's motion
for an address against proroguing or dissolving the Parlia-
ment till grievances were redressed.   The motion was re-
jected by 254 to 203.    Sir Roger Newdigate, who has affected
to have opened his prerogative eyes, though he owned he
detested those to whom he had gone over, voted with many
other true-blue friends in the majority.    The Tories  of
Cheshire have played as signal a trick.    I knew when they
were set down as subscribers to the Association that they
had sent no deputation thither, and if anybody presented
himself there as deputed, that it was without authority, and
only from zeal.    This is not to dispute, but to justify myself
to* you, for having been less sanguine than you.   I remember
a notorious instance of Tory treachery to Lord Holland in
the late reign, the particulars of which are too long for
a letter.    I have not so much spirit as you, and experience
and age have made me still more diffident, but they do not
shake my principles.   They are even more firm on finding
we are thus beaten; deceived I have not been, for I expected
no better from an alliance with Tory country gentlemen, who
hallooed the crown to ravage America, and then attacked it
because they had been such gulls.    However, I rejoice that
they have shown themselves; the crown must dote on them
as much as I do.

I was going to send you Fitzpatrick's excellent parody of
George Selwyn's advertisement to his electors at Gloucester,ted; butpeut-etre.
